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the Egyptian^ queen, at Tarsus, Antony preferred to tap the
wealth of Egypt by peaceful means rather than by violence :
he became the husband of the queen. It is probable that this
step was not prompted merely by susceptibility to Cleopatra's
charms: it was a tempting prospect, to dispose of the wealth of
Egypt without striking a blow, and still more tempting to have
Egypt as a personal possession and not as anew Roman province.

Meantime the situation of Octavian in Italy was far from
brilliant. Pompey was master of Sicily, and Lepidus was
suspected of keeping up friendly relations with him. Italy
resented the ruin caused by the confiscation of land; and
this resentment was kept alive by Antony's friends who
dreaded Octavian's growing power. Things came at last to
an open conflict conducted by Fulvia, Antony's wife, and
Lucius Antonius, his brother. Some of the Italian towns
took a hand in the affair, and Octavian had some difficulty
in defeating the army of Lucius and starving him into sur-
render after a long siege of Perusia in 40 B. c. His wife and
brother received no support from Antony: the situation in
the East was complicated by an invasion of the Parthians
and their seizure of Asia Minor. In such a crisis the assist-
ance of Italy was indispensable ; but Octavian was by no
means inclined, immediately after the events at Perusia, to
admit Antony to Italy for recruiting purposes. When an
open rupture seemed inevitable, the friends of the two trium-
virs and the veterans of the Civil war contrived that the
rivals should meet at Brundisium in 40 B. c. and draw up
a fresh agreement. Sextus Pompeius was included in this
agreement by the treaty made at Misenum in the following
year. Sardinia, Sicily, and Greece were allotted to Pompey ;
Antony became ruler of the East and Octavian of the West,
with the exception of Africa which was made over to Lepidus.
Italy was still to be ruled jointly by all the four magnates,
though none of them except Octavian was resident in the
peninsula. To confirm the alliance between the rivals, Antony
married Octavia, the sister of Octavian. Fulvia had died
before this time ; and nothing was said about Cleopatra.

The conditions laid down in these compacts were not
carried out. The war with Pompey still went on ; and a fresh
collision between Octavian and Antony would have arisen;
but Antony, occupied by his project of driving the Parthians
out of Asia Minor, was willing, in return for the right of